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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA £ 4 Called and united through the Gospel of

403 2ND ST SE—PO B0OX 69
WADENA, MINNESOTA 56482

Jesus Christ, our mission is to proclaim
and respond to God’s presence among us.

October 2025
From the Desk of Pastor Nate..

A big October, “Hello” to you all in the name of Jesus! | hope you find ways to [
connect here at Immanuel in October. And | hope you continue to connect with f
the book of Acts. This month, we cover Acts 9:1-17:15. Here are some thoughts on
those verses:
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In Acts 9:1-31, a major shift in the story occurs. Saul, who had been persecuting
Christians, is confronted by Jesus himself on the road to Damascus. He is knocked to the ground
and rendered blind. And he is called to evangelize gentiles in the name of Jesus rather than
persecute. This moment changes the trajectory of this book.

And so does the next section of verses. In Acts 9:32-11:18, Peter receives a vision that seems to be
about food, but is actually about clean and unclean people. The upshot of this story is that the
church shall be inclusive of ALL PEOPLE, not just ethnic Jews.

In the following chapters, Saul (whom Luke will now refer to as “Paul”) begins to travel throughout
modern-day Turkey and Greece, sharing the good news of Jesus. This section is not without
controversy, namely the question about whether these new Gentile converts need to be
circumcised. It's really a question about whether God can accept them “as is” or if they must first
become Jewish. The church, guided by the Holy Spirit, concludes that they are acceptable to Christ
as they are.

In Acts 16:11-15, we meet a significant woman in this story named Lydia. She and her household hear
about Jesus and are converted to the faith. And she becomes a vital leader in the emerging church,
a woman among many women who were so important to this movement.

In the remaining verses (Acts 16:16-17:15), we hear stories of Paul and his various travel companions
as they have both success and failure, including jail time. We also hear about the ways that Paul's
mission upsets “the Jews.” Just as in other New Testament stories, this use of “The Jews"” can be
troubling. These sections have certainly been used by the church through the years to justify
antisemitic writings and actions. Let's avoid that in our own readings. These passages are not
meant to disparage Jewish people. But they do speak about how the religious authorities in that
area (who were Jewish) missed the truth about Paul's mission in Jesus, just as Paul did back when
his name was Saul. | think reading “The Jews" as “Synagogue Authorities” will help us get the sense
of the passage without falling into any bigoted traps.

These synagogue authorities mean business though. And when Paul and his companions leave
town, they follow them to the next, determined to stop this Jesus movement. What will happen?
That's a story we will continue next month! Keep reading!!

Humbly in Christ,
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Pastor Nate



GENERAL FUND FIN ANCI AL
8/3/2025 7071
8/10/2025 3065 UPDATE
8/17/2025 4322
8/24/2025 1299
8/31/2025 2776
Electronic Giving 425
Direct Deposit 8794
TOTAL GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 27752
EXPENSES
Benevolences 440
Programs 641
Staff including taxes and benefits 25230
Operations 315
Building Expenses 14282
TOTAL EXPENSES 40908
Gain/Loss -13156
General Fund Register Balance as of 08/31/2025 44781
RESTRICTED
Balance Gifts & Payments Balance
08/1/2025 Additions 08/31/2025
Backpacks for Kids 58,217 $2,075 510,292
Bell/Carillon 5250 5250
Cooking Matters (Ministe rial Association) 5740 5740
Congregational Life 52,000 52,000
Easter Giving Blitz 5100 5100
Good Samaritan 5622 5622
General Reserve Funds 510,849 510,849
Giving Tree 52,408 -62,408
Global Mission 52,235 52,235
Library Fund $125 $125
Luther Crest Scholarships 5472 5472
Lutheran World Relief 51,219 51,219
Medical Mission 55,000 55,000
Organ Fund 4557 4557
Parish Nursing $487 $487
Piano Fund 5538 5538
Soup Tuesday 5620 5620
Scholarship Fund 53,070 45,000 58,070
school Kits $1,000 $135 $1,135
Sunday School $792 $792
Thrivent Micro Grant 51,016 51,016
VBS 4299 4299
Wadena Fire Victims 510,169 $200 59,969
Wadena Food Shelf/Food Shelf 5812 $2,000 $2,000 5812
Wadena Ministerial 5200 5200
Wednesday Night Supper 57 $500 521 5486
Worship and Music 53,484 53,484
YAGM $7,116 47,116
Restricted Fund Register Balance $58,990 9,710.00 2,221.05 $66,479
BUILDING FUND
Building Fund Balance 8/1/2025 44024
De posits & Interest 12341
Payments 0
Building Fund Register Balance 08/31/2025 56366

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATES
The council met on Sunday, September 14, 2025. President Margie Anderson called the meeting to order.
Committee Reports:
Congregational Life: Diane Breitling- We served a little over 100 meals at our first Wednesday night supper. Many thanks go to our
Girill Masters, Bryan and Mark, church members who brought in bars and the Congregational Life team who served and cleaned up
after. It was great to see families after the summer months! We are looking forward to another great year. Our next committee
meeting will be on September 20th to do future planning.
Outreach Evangelism: Vacant- Did not meet.
Parish Education: Meagan Ferris- The Education Committee met on September 8th. We welcome new teachers for the 25/26
Worship Wednesday nights! Prek/K-Hanna Sievert and Marsha Kaufman, 1st/2nd grade - Kayla Carpenter, Anna Fiemeyer and
Isabelle Lehmkuhl, 3rd/4th grade - Diane Teigland, 5th/6th grade- Audrey Loer and Jane Bagstad. We are looking forward to
creating some prayer rocks this month to distribute in the area. We are also planning a Jesus, Jammies & Joy movie event on October
12th, stay tuned for more details! The youth will also be creating a Go Serve Wall, to implement some personalized service projects.
We're refreshing our Youth Room to make it a welcoming place for kids to hang out together. We're looking for donations of large
motor games and oversized games to help create a fun and engaging space.
Property Management: Steph Drange— Pastor Nate updated that Phase 1is complete. They are working in getting the pew pads
shortened.
Worship and Music: Anne Oldakowski—— They met on August 18. Services went well during our Sanctuary construction. There is still
work to be done and we will continue to fine tune projects. We are looking to purchase some new music stands and a rack for them.
Fall services on Sundays and Wednesdays now.
Youth Leadership: Katie Johnson— Update from Elana- Met on Wednesday September 10. We welcomed new member Britta Ferris!!
Youth are asking around to others who may be interested. Applications can be picked up from Elana or the church office. Plan to start
getting together again for Youth Nights hopefully in October... as usual, sports and other extracurricular schedules make it tricky to find
a night that works. We're looking for supervisors in the new Youth Room (Ramp Room) for Wednesday Nights, again sports and
activities make it hard for youth to get there early to help. Talked about getting other parents to sign up to supervise until sports slow
down. Looking forward to movie day and PJs in the Pews on October 12. We'd like to do some Youth led activities with the younger
kids such as painting rocks, decorating cookies and maybe even host an indoor carnival of some sort in the winter. We would also like
to do an event for grades 7-12 at Pizza Ranch... an Arcade Night, we're still working out details and have no date for that yet.
Other Reports
Immanuel Church Women: Diane Teigland — The LWR school kits are in the process of being put together. Sept 19/20 will be the
NWMN Women's Annual Convention in Alexandria. Diane Teigland will be the voting delegate.

LEAD PASTOR UPDATE- PASTOR NATE—August/Early September Highlights

1. Took vacation August 19-25. Grateful for Jil preaching and leading worship on August 24 and for all those who helped cover the
things | usually do on Sunday mornings. 2. Backpacks for kids had our first food pack on September 4 and we put food in lockers on
September 12. | am grateful to Denny Martin for his ongoing work with the program - and the many volunteers from Immanuel and the
community who show up month after month to get those bags packed. 3. Wednesday Worship has launched again for the school year
on September 10. Our supper team fed 100 people and we had lots of people of all ages participating throughout the evening. It's
going to be a great year. 4. We gave Bibles away and blessed kids and backpacks this morning during worship and we will do so
again on Wednesday, September 17 during 6pm worship. Looking ahead 1. God's Work Our Hands: we have a group of people
helping the Princess Warrior committee promote the race along the route today and we will assemble school kits on Sunday,
September 21 after worship 2. New member Sunday will be September 28. We will acknowledge the 8-9 families who have joined us
in the last year+ and share a potluck lunch afterward. 3. 85+ Recognition will be Sunday, October 5 during worship and with a
reception afterward

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD: Financial Secretary Report: Reported by Jane Bagstad

The total of Sunday general offerings counted and deposited was $28,254. This does not include direct deposits.

Treasurer's Report: Bryan Greenwaldt

GENERAL FUND: $44,781 (8/31/2025)

Total General Contributions: $27,752 (8/31/2025)

Total Expenses: $40,908

Building Fund Register Balance $56,366

Restricted Fund Balance $66,479 (8/31/2025)

Finance Committee: Dean Krogstad- Didn't meet.
Our Vision and Mission—Other Business:
New member Sunday September 28, 2025. Opioid OD/ Narcan Training is September 30 @ 4 p.m.

The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer and was adjourned. A motion was made by Matt Greenwaldt and seconded by Diane

Breitling to adjourn. Motion carried.

Respectfully, Kayla Carpenter, Secretary



Women'’s Ministry

Block Cutting ~-Monday, October 6 @ 9 am
Monday, November 3 @ 9 am

Bible Study ~ Tuesday, October 14 @ 1:30 pm
(June, July, August Gather pg.37)

Tuesday, November 11 @ 1:30 pm
(Sept/Oct/Nov Gather pg.12)

Quilting ~ October 20 & 21 @ 9-2 pm
November 17 & 18 @ 9-2 pm

Dinner Club will meet
Tuesday, October 21
@ 5:30 pm
El Mariachi

CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY, OCTUBER 26
330 AM WORGHIP

0™ GRADERS PREPARING TO AFFRM THER FAITH
MAKAYLA CASE

ADDISON WEGSCHED

85+ IMMANUEL MEMBER
RECOGNITION
Join us for worship on
Sunday, October 5 @ 9:30
am as we would like to
honor and recognize our
members for their many years
of dedication to the church!
Immanuel Church  Women
will provide muffins & fruit to
be served following worship
in the Fellowship Hall.

l Wear your PJs to church!! I

Following Worship on October 12, youth
(ages 3 and up) are invited to stick around after
worship for a movie and popcorn! Sign up on the
bulletin board outside Elana’s office!

THANK YOou

A big “thank you” to all who helped with Lutheran World Relief school kits! Whether you
donated items or made a contribution for items, helped with assembly, or held the future
recipients in your prayers, thank you for responding to the call to love your neighbors near and
far. Education is a gift that we want everyone to be able to access. Thank you for being part of

this important ministry! ~ Audrey Brandt Loer

Property Improvement Update

We've already seen some great improvements in
our sanctuary. And we will soon see some great
improvements to our kitchen, windows, parking lot,
and the front of our sanctuary. Thank you for your
generosityl To date we've received nearly
$28,000 of Second-Mile gifts and permission to
use over $3500 of memorial month to bring our
total to over $111,500. We still welcome your gifts,
or you can make a pledge to fulfill in 2026. Just
submit something in writing to the church office,
and we will include your pledge in memory of
honor of a loved one with our other gift
acknowledgments.
We hope to have everything done by Christ the
King Sunday (November 23, 2025). All gifts will be
publicly acknowledged that day, in the December
newsletter and in the 2025 annual report. Gifts
can be made in honor or memory of loved ones, or
as gifts to the congregation. Thank you to those
who have been so generous already. And thank
you to those who are considering this special
giving opportunity.

Feed Me!l!

Please Donate candy
or prizes for our Trunk
or Treat event!
Donations can be fed
to the monster in the
concourse through
October 29!

Trunk or Treat

From Congregational Life Committee

The mission of the Congregational Life Committee is to cultivate a spirit of belonging,
compassion, and fellowship within our church community. We seek to nurture
relationships, support one another through life's joys and challenges, and create
opportunities for meaningful connection that reflect the love and hospitality of Christ.

Sign up to host a trunk!

Whats.
Happening

October 1
12 pm - Rotary (Catered)
Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)
7:30 pm - ILC Youth Council Meeting
October 5
Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
85+ Member Recognition-Following worship in
Fellowship Hall
October 6
9 am - ICW Block Cutting
12 pm - Foster Grandparent Meeting
(Fellowship Hall)
October 7
Q@ am - Staff Meeting
October 8
12 pm - Rotary (#1 G.Kluenenberg)
Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)
October 9
1 pm - MAC/NAPS
2:30 pm - Backpack Food Pack (elementary)
6 pm - Northstar Round Table Meeting
October 12
Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
10:45 am - ILC Council Meeting
October 14
9@ am - Staff Meeting
1:30 pm - ICW Bible Study
October 15
12 pm - Rotary (Catered)
Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)

Sunday Worship Schedule
¢ 8:30 am - Coffee Fellowship
e 9:30 am - Worship
(LIVE on YouTube)
¢ 9:30 am - Radio Broadcast 920
AM or 101.7 FM
Worship Wednesdays Schedule
¢ 4:30-5:45 pm - Dinner in Fellowship Hall
e 6:00 pm - Worship
e 6:45-7:30 pm - Education/Confirmation
e 7:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir Practice

All are welcomel

October 16

10:30 am - Catholic Charities Frozen

Meal Distribution

October 18

2 pm - Funeral Service for Gary Johnson
October 19

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
October 20

9 am-2 pm - ICW Quilting
October 21
9 am-2 pm - ICW Quilting

9 am - Staff Meeting
5:30 pm - Dinner Club @ Larry’s Family Pizza
October 22
12 pm - Rotary (#2 D.Haraldson)
Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)
October 26- Reformation Sunday
Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
Confirmation during 9:30 am worship
October 27
2 pm - Book Club (Friendship Room)
October 28
Q@ am - Staff Meeting
11 am - Dementia Caregiver Support Group
(Friendship Room—All are welcome!)
October 29
12 pm - Rotary (Catered)
Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)
October 31
4:30-6:00 pm - Trunk or Treat/Hamburgers

[ Backpacks for Kids

OUR NEXT PACK OF THE YEAR IS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9

@ 2:30 PM IN THE ELEMETARY CAFETERIA. PLEASE
EMTER THE SCHOOL THROUGH THE OFFICE DOCRS

(COLFAX AVENUE). COME HELP US PREPARE WEEKEND

FOOD FOR KIDS IN NEED!

BOONCLUB

Lppstick in Qfghanisian” By Roberta Gately
Monday, October 27

Friendship Room @ 2.00 pm

Onyone is wekome to attendl

(4th Monday of each month -Sept-May)




