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Immanuel thheran News

Called and united tbrough the Gospel qf

Jesus Christ, our mission is to proclaim

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA £ &
403 2ND ST SE—PO Box 69 -G X

WADENA MINNESOTA 56482 and respond to God’s presence among us.

March 2025
From the Desk of Pastor Nate..

Nearly-Lent greetings to you in the name of our humble Savior, Jesus Christ.
And a blessed nearly-March to you as well.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. This year, that falls on March
5. And if you haven't started your journey through Luke and Acts, allow me
to suggest reading these books as a Lenten discipline. If you've been
keeping up with my suggested readings each month, keep going! This month, I'll offer a few
notes on Luke 4:14-9:50. In this section of Luke, Jesus is performing ministry in Galilee. Here
are some thoughts about a few of the stories.

In 4:16-30, Jesus is in his hometown of Nazareth in the synagogue on the sabbath. He reads
from the prophet Isaiah and declares that his work will be among the poor, the captive, the
blind and the oppressed. He further tells his hometown folks that this ministry will not be done
among them, but to all people, including foreigners — much to their disappointment. This
gospel will be more radically inclusive than his listeners are ready to accept.

In Luke 6:17-49 we hear Luke's version of Jesus teaching the beatitudes. Jesus declares God's
blessings on those who are poor, hungry, weeping, and hated. These words don't seek to
glorify poverty. But they do express God's prejudicial commitment to the poor — not because
they are better, but because they are living in situations contrary to God's will.

In much of this section of Luke, we hear stories of Jesus teaching, healing, casting our demons,
and performing miracles. These stories tell us about Jesus' power, certainly. But they also tell
us about his compassion for those on the margins, including outsiders and outcasts.

In Luke 9:28-36 we hear the ultimate vignette on Jesus' identity: the Transfiguration. His
appearance changes and Moses and Elijah appear with him to Peter, James, and John on a
high mountain. It's clear evidence of Jesus' divinity. And yet, this is not the end of the story.
Jesus appearance goes back to normal, Elijah and Moses disappear, and Jesus goes down the
mountain to continue his work among those who are sick. He predicts his suffering and death
and teaches his disciples that true greatness is found in humility and suffering for the sake of
others.

What will happen next in this story as we move forward to Luke 9:51 and beyond? Stay tuned!!
Humbly in Christ,

BS‘}M l\)q‘,‘e

Pastor Nate



GENERAL FUND
1/5/2025 15731
1/12/2025 4080
1/19/2025 2041 FINANCIAL
1/26/2025 2327 U
Electronic Giving 425 P DATE
Direct Deposit 8124
TOTAL GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 33628
EXPENSES
Benevolences 440
Programs 1046
Staff including taxes and benefits 24525
Operations 788
Building Expenses 2599
TOTAL EXPENSES 29398
Gain/Loss 4230
General Fund Register Balance as of 01/31/2025 111135
RESTRICTED

Balance Gifts & Payments | Balance

01/1/2025 Additions 01/31/205

Backpacks for Kids $8,092 $1,000 $1,000 $8,092
Bell/Carillon $250 $250
Cooking Matters (Ministerial Association) $740 $740
Congregational Life $2,000 $2,000
Easter Giving Blitz $100 $100
Good Samaritan $2,905 $2,905
General Reserve Funds $10,849 $10,849
Giving Tree -62,408 -$2,408
Global Mission $2,175 $2,175
Library Fund $125 $125
Luther Crest Scholarships 8472 $472
Lutheran World Relief §719 $500 $1,219
Medical Mission $5,000 $5,000
Organ Fund §557 $557
Parish Nursing $487 5487
Piano Fund $788 $788
Soup Tuesday $620 $620
Scholarship Fund $6,070 $6,070
School Kits $1,000 $1,000
Sunday School §792 $792
Thrivent Micro Grant $1,016 $1,016
Wadena Food Shelf/Food Shelf $812 $812
Wadena Ministerial $200 $200
Wednesday Night Supper -$71 -S71
Worship and Music $2,606 $2,606
YAGM $7.116 $7,116
Restricted Fund Register Balance $53.012 1,500.00 1,000.00 $53,512
BUILDING FUND
Building Fund Balance 1/1/2025 28136
Deposits & Interest 756
Payments
Building Fund Register Balance 01/31/2025 28892

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATES

The council met on Sunday, February 16, 2025. President Margie Anderson called the meeting to order.
Congregational Life: Diane Breitling- We met on January 18th. Discussed the February Wednesday night menu. As a group, we

decided to donate a gift basket to the McKayla Schicker silent auction benefit. We will hold Bingo along with the Youth's Potato
Bar on February 23rd. During Lent, we are asking members of the church to make soup and desserts.

Outreach Evangelism: Vacant- Pastor Nate reported Rick Johnson and Warner Luoma will continue to help with this committee.
Talked about finding hosts for the beginning of church service (give a warm greeting), discussion on maybe a hand out, or a snap
shot of what Immanuel has to offer.

Parish Education: Meagan Ferris- The Education Committee met on February 2nd and is excited to share a little about our
mission, upcoming plans and how we can work together to nurture our congregation’s spiritual and educational growth. The
committee members include Meagan Ferris, Sara Ross, Elana Seibert, Sierra Rach, Bobbi Wegscheid, Hanna Sievert, Marsha
Kaufman and Lindsey Meech. The first big items on our “to do list” are enhancing Wednesday Worship Classes by utilizing the
Ramp (Youth) Room to include some large motor activities. The committee may be looking for donations, so keep an eye out for
some specific needs. We also would like to do some reconfiguring and reorganizing in the Resource Room by taking into account

the Teacher needs. Another thought is implementing a monthly Youth Service Project Sunday. These projects would include
anything from making handmade cards, placemats for Sunday Breakfasts or May Day Baskets. Finally, looking ahead to the
summer and VBS, we may collaborate with the Youth Committee to help with the cost of having Luthercrest come to do day camp.

Property Management: Steph Drange— Planning for summer projects is underway. The committee is sending/ requesting bids and
anticipating feedback before the March council meeting. The projects are fairly expensive, so the committee appreciates your

patience and grace. More specifics to come in March.

Worship and Music: Anne Oldakowski—— Met Feb 10. Working on Lenten services leading up to Easter on April 20™. Recruitment
of ushers and communion servers is going very well. Will be working with the Property Committee on the lighting and upgrading of
the screen to an LED TV, will take time to work out details on fabricating a cabinet so it folds against the wall. Music Sunday is

being planned for May 4, encouraging all vocal, and instrumental selections and talents of anyone. They are meeting next on
March 25" at 5 p.m.

Youth Leadership: Katie Johnson— Absent. Other council members reported they did meet Feb 5", and are working on the Bake
Potato Bingo Event.
Immanuel Church Women: Diane Teigland — Did not meet.
Lead Pastor: Pastor Nate Loer-January/ Early February highlights. 1. We've been enjoying this season of time after Epiphany.
Reasonably good worship attendance. 2. Wednesday Discipleship, Soup Tuesdays and preparing for Sunday mornings keep me
quite busy. 3. Funeral service for Edna Hunnicutt was January 25. 4. | thought the Annual Meeting was well attended and had
good discussion. 5. Packed 300 bags of weekend food for the backpacks program on February 13. (one week late, because of the
bad weather up north) Looking ahead. 1. Early risers class on Acts continues through March 23rd at 8 am. 2. Soup Tuesdays
conclude March 4th with Immanuel Staff Chili. (One of a kind) 3. Wednesday Discipleship will shift to Lenten Wednesdays (5:30
supper/ 6:30 Holden Evening prayer) on March 5th. 4. Communion Milestone Classes start March 12th with our 5th graders and
families. That communion milestone will be celebrated on Maundy Thursday (April 17th at 6:30 pm) 5.0ur next food pack is March
6th at 2:30 pm.
Financial Secretary Report: : Reported by Jane Bagstad—The total of Sunday and Wednesday general offerings counted and
deposited in was $27,478. This does not include direct deposits.
Treasurers Report: Bryan Greenwaldt

GENERAL FUND

Total General Contributions: January 31, 2025 $33,628.00
Total Expenses: $29,398.00
General Fund Register: Balance as of January 31, 2025  $111,135.00
Building Fund: $28,892.00
Restricted Fund Balance (1/31/25) $53,512.00

Finance Committee: Dean Krogstad—Absent and did not meet

Other Business: Visioning document review. Where can we make adjustments? Things we've accomplished?

The meeting ended with the Lord's Prayer and was adjourned at 11:52 am. A motion was made by Bryan Greenwaldt and
seconded by Meagan Ferris to adjourn. Motion carried. Respectfully Submitted, Kayla Carpenter, Secretary
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All students 5th grade

instruction. Students a

downstairs in the choi

Communion
Milestone Class

and older who haven't received instruction in

nd at least one parent/guardian can join us
r room March 12, 19, 26 and April 2, 9 from

5-5:45 pm. We will recognize students during the Maundy Thursday
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service, April 17 @ 6:30 pm. Talk to Pastor Nate or Elana Seibert. ]

YOUTH
LENT
TAKEOVER

MARCH SSRRES

WATCH FOR SIGN UPS
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A e }_’u‘"—“ s inke sl in Mid -Week Lent Schedule
BLOCK C TINCG MARCH 3 @ 9:00 AM _ .
APRIL7 @ 9:00 AM (March 12 - April 9)
BIBLE STUDY - MARCH 11 @ 1:30 PM 15:00 pm Communion Milestone Class
APRIL 15 @ 1:30 PM 530 pm Congregational Soup Supper
QUILTING l1 \RCH 17 & 18 @ 9-2 PM 6:30 pm Holden Evenlng Prayel': Service
APRIL 21 & 22 @ 9-2 PM 715pm  Sanctuary Choir Practice

Sign up Today!
Lent Worship sign
ups and Lent soup

making and serving
sign ups are located
on the bulletin
board right next to
Pastor Nate’s office.
Please consider
offering your time
and talents to
enrich our time
together during this

season of Lent! J

Coming in May At Immanuel!!
What ~ “All Music Sunday”
When ~ Sunday, May 4th during 9:30 Worship

Who ~ Vocal & instrumental soloists and

ensembles of ALL ages willing to share their
musical talents with us during worship.

**A sign up sheet will be located on the bulletin

the better to get the service organized! Ques-

board next to the office. The earlier you sign up,

tions? Contact Deb Haraldson at 218-640-1777.

ASH WEDNESDAY ~ MARCH 5, 2025
WORSHIP @ 6:30 PM
IMPOSITION OF ASHES & HOLY COMMUNION
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Dinner Club will meet
Tuesday, March 18th
@ lron Corral - 5:30 pm

Help Our Neighbors in Need

On the evening of Sunday, February
16, an apartment fire killed one man
and left 12 people without a home.
Here are several ways you can help
the victims of this fire:

1 - Donate Wal-Mart gift cards to
help those who have lost everything
with every day supplies. $25-$50
cards are most helpful and can be
dropped off at Wadena County
Human Services (124 1st St SE).

2 - Donate money to Immanuel’s
“Wadena Fire Victims” Fund. We are
privileged to partner with other local
agencies to distribute funds to best
help victims in the coming weeks and
months. Checks can be written to Im-
manuel with “Wadena Fire” in the
memo.

3 - Sue Holzer (218-640-5913) is or-
ganizing a list of items that people are
willing to donate. Let Pastor Nate
know if you are willing to help deliver

items to victims when the need arrives!

Who’r’s
Happening

March 2

8-8:45 am - Early Risers

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
March 3

9 am - ICW Block Cutting

12-3:30 pm - Foster Grandparents Meeting

6:30 pm - PEO Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
March 4

9 am - Staff Meeting

12-1 pm - Soup Tuesday (Staff Chili)
March 5

12 pm - Rotary (#2 DHaraldson)

6:30 pm - Ash Wednesday Service

Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion

7:15 pm - Sanctuary Choir Practice

7:30 pm - ILC Youth Council Meeting
March 6

1 pm - MAC/NAPS

2:30 pm - WDC Backpack Food Pack
March 9 - Daylight Savings Time

8-8:45 am - Early Risers

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)

10:45 am -
March 11

9@ am - Staff Meeting

1:30 pm - ICW Bible Study (February Gather)
March 12

12 pm - Rotary (catered)

Wednesday Lent Schedule (see below)

ILC Council Meeting (Friendship Room)

March 13

6 pm - Northstar Round Table
March 16

8-8:45 am - Early Risers

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)

3 pm - Cub/Boy Scouts (Fellowship Hall)
March 17

9 am - ICW Quilting
March 18
9 am - ICW Quilting

Q@ am - Staff Meeting

5:30 pm - Dinner Club @ Iron Corral
March 19

12 pm - Rotary (#3 N. Overland)

Wednesday Lent Schedule (see below)
March 20

10:30 am - Catholic Charities Frozen

Meal Distribution

March 23

8-8:45 am - Early Risers

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
March 24

2 pm - Book Club (Friendship Room)
March 25

Q@ am - Staff Meeting

11 am - Dementia Care Giver Support Group

(Friendship Room - all are welcome!)

March 26

12 pm - Rotary (catered)

Wednesday Lent Schedule (see below)
March 30

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)

Sunday Worship Schedule

¢ 8:30 - Coffee Fellowship
¢ 9:30 - Worship
(LIVE on YouTube)
¢ 9:30 - Radio Broadcast 920 AM
or 101.7 FM
Wednesday Lent Schedule

e 5:00- Communion Milestone Class

¢ 5:30- Soup Supper

¢ 6:30 pm - Holden Evening Prayer Service

e 7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir Practice

** Wednesday Discipleship to resume April 23rd

Backpacks for Kids

CUR NEXT FOOD PACK 15
THURSDAY MARCH 6 @2:30PM IN
THE ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA.
COME AND HELP US PACK 300+
BAGS OF WEEKEND FOOD FOR
LOCAL STUDENTS IN NEED!

ILC Book Ciub - Monday, March 24

@ 200 pm in the Friendship Room
Horse” By Geraldine Brooks




