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Immanuel Lutheran News

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
403 2ND ST SE—PO BoX 69
WADENA, MINNESOTA 56482

Called and united through the GospeI qf
Jesus Christ, our mission is to proclaim

and respond to God’s presence among us.

November 2025
From the Desk of Pastor Nate..

lots happening at Immcmuel this month — read c1|| about it in this newsletter. And olso
keep making time for the book of Acts. This month, we cover Acts 17:16-21:26. Here are
some thoughts on those verses: |

In Acts 17:16-34, Paul speaks at the Areopagus for the Greeks and tells them that the -
creation itself tells us of God's existence. But he further says that it is the cross of
Jesus Christ that gives life its deepest meaning. Though the Athenians reject this message, it is
still a powerful witness that can nourish our faith.

Rejected in Athens, Paul moves on to Corinth in Acts 18:1-17. Here we meet Aquilla and

Priscilla, fellow tentmakers and important people in the early church. Silas and Timothy join

Paul as well. As in other places, the message of Christ is rejected in the synagogues, but a vision
tells Paul he will have success among the gentiles. Indeed, Paul and his companions preach
successfully in Corith for 18 months.

In Acts 18:18 and following, it's time to pull up stakes and be on the move again. Eventually,
Paul ends up in Ephesus, where he preaches for 3 months in the synagogue and two years in the
lecture hall of a man names Tyrannus. Many people convert to Christianity in Ephesus.

But not all are thrilled with Paul. Especially the business community. Ephesus was the site of the
temple to Artemis. And in Acts 19:21-41, the business leaders practically start a riot because
Paul's preaching is bad for business. You can't sell trinkets to Artemis to the people if they are
all converting to Christianity!

Finally, in Acts 20, Paul and his travel companions leave Ephesus. And the use of the pronoun,
“we” makes it clear that Luke (the author of Acts) is traveling with them. In Troas, they gather
for Sunday worship (the first reference in Acts of a Sunday gathering) and Paul preached for so
long that a young man named Eutychus fell asleep while sitting on a window sill and fell three
stories to his death. Paul raised him from death and then carried on preaching until dawn!

In the following verses, Paul is on the move again, traveling now toward Jerusalem to address to
old issues about his preaching with church leadership. He senses increasingly that prison or
death cannot be far off for him. And yet, he willingly travels toward Jerusalem, a parallel
between his life and Christ's.

Where will the story lead us next? Stay tuned next month when we conclude the book!

Humbly in Christ,

ES‘IO v ‘\)«Jre_

Pastor Nate



FINANCIAL

GENERAL FUND UPD ATE
9/7/2025 3127

9/14/2025 4372

9/21/2025 6597

9/28/2025 3213

Electronic Giving 425

Direct Deposit 8079
TOTAL GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 25813

EXPENSES

Benevolences 550

Programs 1577

Staff including taxes and benefits 24787

Operations 127

Building Expenses 14971
TOTAL EXPENSES 42012

GainfLoss -16199

General Fund Register Balance as of 09/30/2025 23127

RESTRICTED

Balance Gifts & Payments |Balance
9/1/2025 Additions 09/30/2025

Backpacks for Kids 510,292 $10,292
Bell/Carillon $250 $250
Cooking Matters [Ministerial Association) S740 $613 $127
Congregational Life 52,000 52,000
Faster Giving Blitz $100 $100
Good Samaritan 622 5622
General Reserve Funds 510,849 510,849
Giving Tree -$2,408 -$2,408
Global Mission $2,235 $§2,235
Library Fund §125 $125
Luther Crest Scholarships 472 S$472
Lutheran World Relief 51,219 51,219
Medical Mission $5,000 45,000
Organ Fund §557 557
Parish Nursing S487 5487
Piano Fund 538 $538
Soup Tuesday $620 $620
scholarship Fund $8,070 48,070
School Kits $1,135 $140 51,275
Sunday School 792 5792
Thrivent Micro Grant 51,016 41,016
VBS -$299 -$299
Wade na Fire Victims 59,969 $226 59,743
Wadena Food Shelf/Food Shelf 5812 $50 5862
Wadena Ministerial 5200 $200
Wednesday Night Supper 5486 5168 5318
Worship and Music $3,484 43,484
YAGM $7.116 $7.116
Restricted Fund Register Balance $66,479 190.00 1,006.93 565,662
BUILDING FUND

Building Fund Balance 9f1/2025 56366

Deposits & Interest 4529

Payments 0

Building Fund Register Balance 09/30/2025 60895

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATES
The council met on Sunday, October 12, 2025. President Margie Anderson called the meeting to order.
Committee Reports:

Endowment: Matthew Greenwaldt- They did meet to discuss future donations. Recommendations brought to the council by
Matthew were as followed, $5,000 to Luther Crest to the Blazer Program, $5,000 to NWMN Synod Pastoral Debt
Reduction Program, $2,000 to Peoples Church for operations, $,000 to MSUM for Lutheran Campus Ministry - food
ministry, $1,000 to BSU for Lutheran Campus Ministry - food ministry, and $1,500 to Empty Stocking Fund. This was put to a
motion, Diane Breitling made the motion to approve the donations as recommended, it was seconded by Bryan Greenwaldt.
Motion carried.

Congregational Life: Diane Breitling- We met on September 20th. We have planned the Wednesday night suppers through
November. Our committee hosted the potluck welcoming new members to our church. We will serve supper on Halloween
from 4:30to 6:00. All are welcome!

Outreach Evangelism: Vacant- Did not meet.

Parish Education: Meagan Ferris- Didn't meet, no report.

Property Management: Steph Drange— Didn't meet, no report.

Worship and Music: Anne Oldakowski— They met September 29. Fall Sunday and Wednesday services are off to a great
start. Sanctuary lighting is much improved and cushions for the pews are being shortened. Still waiting on the front of the
sanctuary to be painted before we can hang the new TV screen. They are waiting to purchase new stands and a rack until
the renovations are complete. The piano tuning is to be done in November. Our next meeting is November 10.

Youth Leadership: Katie Johnson— No report.

Other Reports

Immanuel Church Women: Diane Teigland —No report.

LEAD PASTOR UPDATE- PASTOR NATE—September/Early October Highlights 1. God's Work our Hands: Princess
Warrior Route on September 14 (Not very well attended) 100 School Kits September 21 (very well attended) 2. Backpacks for
kids had Second Food Pack on October 9. We are currently distributing around 90 bags/week. 3. Worship Wednesdays are
going really well. Averaging 90+ at meals and in worship. 4. New Member Sunday was really nice on September 28. 7 of
our 10 new families were there. It was great to have great representation from the church council there, too. 5. 85+
Recognition on October 5. It's always nice to acknowledge our patriarch and matriarchs in faith 6. Pastoral Acts: Baptism of
Cohen John Lohmiller on September 21; Shirley Hamre's funeral on September 27; Gary Johnson's funeral on October 18.
Coming Up: 1. Reformation/Confirmation Sunday is October 26 - we will have two young ladies affirming their faith that
day: Makayla Case and Addison Wegscheid 2. All Saints Sunday will be November 2. 3. Next Backpacks Food pack in
November 6 4. Stewardship Campaign will run November 9-23.

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD: Financial Secretary Report: Reported by Jane Bagstad

The total of Sunday general offerings counted and deposited was $17,499. This does not include direct deposits.
Treasurer’'s Report: Bryan Greenwaldt

GENERAL FUND: $23,127 (9/30/25)

Total General Contributions: $25,813 (9/30/25)

Total Expenses: $42,012

Building Fund Register Balance $ 56,366 (9/1/25)

Restricted Fund Balance $65,662 (9/30/25)

Finance Committee: Dean Krogstad- They did meet on October 6. They discussed the insurance proposals for the staff
members. The committee will make recommendations on October 12. Recommendation Dean made was the high deductible
plan and HSA contributions for $1,000 for singles and $2,000 for family. Motion was made by Dean Krogstad, seconded by
Anne Oldakowski. Motion Passed. Also discussed the upcoming Stewardship Campaign for the upcoming year, looking at
November 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 22 to give presentations on this at the Sunday and Wednesday services.

Our Vision and Mission—Other Business:

Narcan training went well. Very informative, major sign of an opioid overdose is the person’s pupils are very small. There is
also no side effect if Narcan is given and the person is having some other sort of medical emergency versus an opioid
overdose. The church does have Narcan on site if any situation should arise. The meeting ended with the Lord's Prayer and
was adjourned . A motion was made by Bryan Greenwaldt and seconded by Dean Krogstad to adjourn. Motion carried.
Respecttully,

Kayla Carpenter Secretary



From the Endowment Committee
The Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund is the
non-profit charitable arm of Immanuel. Gifts to the fund
are invested and the income from that investment is
granted to various projects and organizations. The
principal contributions are never spent. In 2025 nearly
$22,000 in investment proceeds was available for
distribution. Among the recipients: Astera Health Gemini
Program, Immanuel Building Fund project, Luther Crest
Blazer program, Northwest Minnesota Synod Next
Generation Fund (assisting Synod pastors with education
loan repayment), Moorhead State Crossroads Lutheran
Campus Ministry, Bemidji State Campus Ministry, Peoples
Church in Bemidji, and Wadena Empty Stocking Fund. In
evaluating grants, the Endowment Committee tries to focus
on gifts to meet local needs and on global needs that have
a local connection. The committee is always looking for
ideas and suggestions for potential recipients. If you are
aware of such needs, please inform Pastor Nate or a
member of the committee.
The continued growth of the Endowment Fund is a direct
result of your generosity. Contributions can be made in
several ways that may provide the donor with a tax benefit,
including donating appreciated assets or mandatory IRA
distributions, or by naming the Endowment Fund as an
asset beneficiary in an estate plan. Many members direct
funeral memorials or other recognitions to the Endowment
Fund. More detailed information regarding the Endowment
Fund is available in brochures located in the concourse.
Any member of the committee may also be contacted with
questions.
Thank you for your continued support and
consideration.
Endowment Committee
Deb Andrews, Les Breitling, Liz Miller, Luther Nervig,
Jeff Pederson, and Pastor Nate

“Getting Through the Holidays”

November 20 @ 4:30-6:00 pm
Those who are mourning the loss of a loved one -
recent or long ago - are invited to join us for an event
focused on grief and the holidays here at Immanuel.
We will make memorial ornaments together, tell
stories about our loved ones, support one another in
prayer, and learn practical advice on how to navigate
holiday traditions after a loved one has died. All are
welcome. Light refreshments will be provided.
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Hosted by the Youth of Immanuel

Women’s Ministry

Block Cutting ~ Monday, November 3 @ 9 am
Monday, December 1 @ 9 am

Bible Study ~ Tuesday, November 11 @ 1:30 pm
(Sept/Oct/Nov Gather pg.12)
Tuesday, December 9 @ 1:30 pm
(Sept/Oct/Nov Gather pg.24)

Quilting ~ November 17 & 18 @ 9-2 pm
December No Quilting

Property Improvement Update

A full report of giving will come out in our
December newsletter, but we are excited to report that
we have met our goal and have received the $116,000
needed to complete our projects! We still hope that
these projects will be completed in 2025, but we are
poised and ready whenever our contractors can get us
on their schedule. And even though we're fully funded,
we still welcome your gifts and 2026 pledges to the
building fund in honor or in memory of a loved one. We
will happily save the general fund monies for other
projects and ministries. Join us on Sunday, November
23 as we publicly acknowledge these gifts!

“Live Generously” Stewardship Campaign
Our finance committee has set the dates of our fall
stewardship campaign. We will hear from several
speakers beginning Wednesday, November 5 on the
theme of generous living. And it will all build to a
wonderful commitment day on November 23. Look for a
letter to hit your mailbox soon with more details. And if
you need a “Live Generously” t-shirt, we will have lots of
colors and sizes available. Thanks for being open to
God's call to “Live Generously”!
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Z\_ ILC Giving Tree 2025

The Giving Tree became part of Immanuel in 1993 and ™/
* continues fo exhibit the unwavering generosity of our \/,/

| congregation! This generosity keeps this mission going
) g strong with gifts going to Share-a-Home residents and :‘)3
:.Y families through Wadena Social Services. Watch for i
¢ the Giving Tree to be filled with tags mid-November._/
¥ _ Please consider taking a tag from the Giving Tree and 7
sharing with those in need in our community! N

‘d ©
g Ce - = /
ISP TS SR

set your clocks back an hour

November 1

4-9 pm - Use of Facility (AA Round Robin)
November 2 — All Saints Sunday

Daylight Savings Ends

Sunday Worship Schedule (See below)

5-7:30 pm - Use of Facility (Boy Scouts)
November 3

@ am - ICW Block Cutting

12 pm - Foster Grandparent Meeting

(Fellowship Hall)

November 4

Q@ am - Staff Meeting
November 5

12 pm - Rotary (#3 N.Overland)
Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)

7:30 pm - ILC Youth Council Meeting
November 6

1 pm - MAC/NAPS

2:30 pm - Backpack Food Pack (elementary)
November 9

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)

10:45 am - ILC Council Meeting
November 11 - Veteran's Day

Q@ am - Staff Meeting

1:30 pm - ICW Bible Study
November 12

12 pm - Rotary (Catered)

Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)
November 13

6 pm - Northstar Round Table Meeting
November 16

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
After Worship - ILC Youth Thank You Meal

November 17

9 am - ICW Quilting
November 18

9 am - ICW Quilting

9@ am - Staff Meeting

5:30 pm - Dinner Club - Iron Corral
November 19

12 pm - Rotary (#1 G.Kluenenberg)

Wednesday Discipleship Schedule (See below)
November 20

10:30 am - Catholic Charities Frozen

Meal Distribution
4:30 pm - “Getting Through the Holidays”
Grief Support Event - Fellowship Hall

November 23 - Stewardship Sunday

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
November 24

2 pm - Book Club (Friendship Room)
November 25

12 pm - American Red Cross Blood Drive

Q@ am - Staff Meeting

11 am - Dementia Caregiver Support Group

(Friendship Room—All are welcome!)

November 26

12 pm - Rotary (Catered)

NO WORSHIP WEDNESDAY
November 27 - Thanksgiving Day

Church Office Closed
November 28

Church Office Closed
November 30

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)

Dinner Club will meet

Tuesday, November 18
@ 5:30 pm - Iron Corral

Sunday Worship Schedule
¢ 8:30 am - Coffee Fellowship
¢ 9:30 am - Worship
(LIVE on YouTube)
e 9:30 am - Radio Broadcast 920
AM or 101.7 FM
Worship Wednesdays Schedule
e 4:30-5:45 pm - Dinner in Fellowship Hall
e 6:00 pm - Worship
e 6:45-7:30 pm - Education/Confirmation
e 7:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir Practice

All are welcome!

"/ Backpacks for Kids

OUR NEXT PACK IS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 @ 2:30 PM
IN THE ELEMETARY CAFETERIA. PLEASE ENTER THE
SCHOOL THROUGH THE OFFICE DOORS (COLFAX
AVENUE), COME HELP US PREFPARE WEEKEND FOOD FOR
KIDS IN NEED!

BOONCLUB

Q Genteman in Moscow” By Omor Towles
Monday, November 24

Friendship Room @ 2.00 pm

Onyone is wekome to attendl

(4th Monday of each month -Sept-May)




