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 lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
 heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
 

Anthem         “The Shepherd’s Spiritual”                        Men’s Ensemble 

                                        “Carol of the Angels”            Sanctuary Choir 
 

Reading                    Luke 2:15-20 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
 one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
 place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 
 found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 
 this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
 heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured 
 all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
 glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
 them.  
 

Anthem         “Do You Hear What I Hear? “                      Sanctuary Choir 

Lord’s Prayer 
                      

Blessing 

Anthem          “Peace, Peace”                     Sanctuary Choir 

Congregation invited to sing along:  

“Silent Night! Holy Night!  

All is calm, all is bright, Round you Virgin Mother and Child!  

Holy infant, so tender and mild.  

Sleep in Heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.” 

Postlude 

Worship Participants: 
  
Choir Director ................................................................ Deb Haraldson 
Pianist & Choir Accompanist  .......................................... Suzanne Moe 
A/V  ..................................................................................... Jil Fiemeyer 
Acolytes ................................................. Samuel Church & Will Osberg 
Lector ............................................................................... Luther Nervig 
Ushers .............................................  Dean Krogstad & Chuck Schoberg 



Preaching Text             Mark 1: 1-8 

 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.2As it is written in 
 the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
 prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
 way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 4John the baptizer appeared in the 
 wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And 
 people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were 
 going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
 sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
 waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
 powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
 thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
 the Holy Spirit.”  

Sermon                                Pastor Nate Loer 
 

Hymn          “Fling Wide the Door”               ELW 259 
(offering gathered and received) 

 

Prayers of Intercession     
   L: Hear us, O God…     C:  Your mercy is great. 

Sharing Of The Peace    

   L:   The peace of the Lord be with you always 

C: And also with you 

Reading                             Luke 2: 4-7 

 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
 David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
 David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
 was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
 child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
 and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 

Anthem         “Lullaby of the Manger”           Women’s Ensemble 

Reading                            Luke 2: 8-14 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
 flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
 Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 
 not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Opening Reading           Isaiah 40:3-5 
 

3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain.5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  
 

Anthem  “An Anthem Acclamation”                         Sanctuary Choir 

                    Lydia Oldakowski (Bells) 
 

Reading               Luke 1:28-33, 38 

28And [the angel] came to [Mary] and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
 with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
 greeting this might be.30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
 have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
 a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son 
 of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
 David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
 will be no end.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
 with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
 

Anthem       “Is Your Heart Prepared for a King”                       Sanctuary Choir 
 

Reading           Luke 1:39-45 

 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
 country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
 Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 
 are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
 happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I 
 heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.45And 
 blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 
 to her by the Lord.”  
 

WORD 

Pint Sized God Talk                                    Pastor Nate Loer 

Order of Service  



Prayer Concerns 

We invite members & friends to give a poinsettia plant to 

help decorate the chancel. Please sign up on the bulletin 

board outside the church office to indicate whether the plant 

is in honor or in memory of a loved one. The cost is $18 per 

plant. The deadline is Thursday, December 14 

Poinsettia plants may be picked up after the 

5:30 worship service on December 24. 
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