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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA £ & é Called and united through the Gospel of
403 2ND ST SE—PO BOX 69 ( Jesus Christ, our mission is to proclaim
WADENA, MINNESOTA 56482

and respond to God’s presence among us.

September 2025
From the Desk of Pastor Nate..

Greetings, dear friends, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. September already?!!

As summer slips away and fall comes rushing in, let's take some time to further our |

journey through the book of Acts. Here are some thoughts to guide your reading of

Acts 3:1-8:40.
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In 3:1-4:4, Peter heals a lame man begging outside the temple. Certainly, the healing is
important. But look closely! The restoration to community is even more important. At the beginning of the
story, this man was on the outside of the temple. By the end of the story, he is inside the temple, praising
God. And then, Peter delivers another lengthy speech, summarizing Jesus' life and death and calls the
people listening to repent. And 5000 heard and believed. Nevertheless, the religious leaders are not

impressed and have them arrested.

Which brings us to Acts 4:5-31. The apostles stand before the religious council called “The Sanhedrin” and
are questioned: “By what authority are you doing these things?” Peter answers boldly that this is all being
done in the name of Jesus—and then he reminds them that Jesus is the guy they crucified. Despite being
ordered to stop, the apostles refuse. And after being released, gather and pray. But not for protection.

For boldness.

In Acts 4:32-5:16, we hear more about this extraordinary community that shares everything. And we hear

about the terrible fate of those who do not share everything with others, too.

In Acts 5:17-42, the apostles are arrested. But an angel just comes in the night and easily breaks them out of
jail. And they go on teaching, saying that they must obey God rather than any human authority. When the
religious leaders want to kill them, a man named Gamaliel intervenes with a profound truth. If this is a
movement from God, they won't be able to stop it. And if it isn't from God, it will fail. So instead of killing
them, they flog them. And the apostles rejoice that they were worthy to suffer for their faith.

In Acts 6:1-7, when concern arises that the needs of some widows are not being met, Stephen and 6 others
are appointed to care for them. And in 6:8-8:3, when Stephen is lied about and charged with blasphemy, he
delivers a beautiful summary of the entire Bible! Toward the end of his speech, Stephen talks about Jesus as
the son of God and the religious leaders have heard enough. They demand that he be stoned to death. But
Stephen asks God not to hold it against them. A very Christ-like moment for Stephen. After Stephen’s death,
the followers of Jesus are scattered, and we hear two stories about Philip preaching in Samaria and later to
an Ethiopian Eunuch. Even this suffering will not stop the proclamation of the gospel.

Where will the story of Jesus spread next? We will read more next month!

Humbly in Christ,

Bﬁlo r Nqﬁ’.

Pastor Nate



GENERAL FUND
7/6/2025 3421 FINANCIAL
7/13/2025 1830
7/20/2025 2789 UP DATE
7/27/2025 1756
Electronic Giving 475
Direct Deposit 8144
TOTAL GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 18415
EXPENSES
Benevolences 10800
Programs 1498
Staff including taxes and benefits 25406
Operations 1793
Building Expenses 1931
TOTAL EXPENSES 41428
Gain/Loss -23013
General Fund Register Balance as of 07/31/2025 58218
RESTRICTED

Balance Gifts & Payments |Balance

07/1/2025 Additions 0773172025

Backpacks for Kids 58,167 $50 S8,217
Bell/Carillon $250 §250
Cooking Matters (Ministerial Association) 5740 5740
Congregational Life 52,000 52,000
Easter Giving Blitz 5100 $100
Good Samaritan 51,925 $1,303 5622
General Reserve Funds 510,849 510,849
Giving Tree -52,408 -52,408
Global Mission $2,235 52,235
Library Fund 125 §125
Luther Crest Scholarships $472 S472
Lutheran World Relief 51,219 51,219
Medical Mission $5,000 $5,000
Organ Fund 4557 §557
Parish Nursing 5487 487
Piano Fund 5538 5538
Soup Tuesday 5620 620
Scholarship Fund $3,070 $3,070
School Kits $1,000 $1,000
sunday School 5792 5792
Thrivent Micro Grant 51,016 51,016
VBS 5100 $399 -$299
Wadena Fire Victims 510,369 $200 510,169
Wadena Food Shelf/Food Shelf 5812 5812
Wadena Ministerial $200 §200
Wednesday Night Supper S7 §7
Worship and Music 53,484 53,484
YAGM $7,116 57,116
Restricted Fund Register Balance $60,842 50.00 1,901.82 $58,990
BUILDING FUND
Building Fund Balance 7/1/2025 40100
De posits & Interest 3925
Payments 0
Building Fund Register Balance 07/31/2025 44025

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATES
The council met on Wednesday, August 13, 2025. President Margie Anderson called the meeting to order.
Committee Reports:
Congregational Life: Diane Breitling- Congregational Life Committee met on August 4th. We welcomed two new members to
our group, Mary Kay Wohlert and Gail Kluenenberg. We now have 10 members. We planned the menus for Wednesday
evening suppers-Sept 10th thru Oct 8th. We are planning to host a potluck on Sept 28th for New Member Sunday.
Outreach Evangelism: Vacant- Did not meet.
Parish Education: Meagan Ferris- The Education Committee met on August 12th. We are looking forward to a theme of Fuel
Your Faith on Wednesdays with Worship Wednesdays!! Join us for food & fellowship, worship, and youth faith-building. We are
also compiling a monthly list of Service Project Sundays for the congregation to participate in. Keep an eye on the Facebook
page and bulletin for more information! Ideas and suggestions for service projects are welcome! A few of the Service Projects
will include fall clean ups, care packages, prayer rocks, and a bake & take. We are currently seeking more teachers for our
Wednesday night programming. If you are interested in serving, please contact Elana for more information.
Property Management: Steph Drange— Work on the church has started and is coming along nicely.
Worship and Music: Anne Oldakowski—— Didn't meet prior, meeting is scheduled for 8/15/25.
Youth Leadership: Katie Johnson— Absent. Pastor Nate updated planning for September to start back up.
Other Reports
Immanuel Church Women: Diane Teigland — Collecting school items for Lutheran World Relief.

LEAD PASTOR UPDATE- PASTOR NATE (August 2025) June, July/Early August Highlights 1. Shot our Cozy ad on June
26. Thanks to Bryan Greenwaldt, Meagan Ferris, Margie Anderson, and Mark Wohlert for being part of it. Turned out great 2.
Baptism of Jordi Rae Nelson July 13 3. Been visiting with several families about membership here at Immanuel 4. Took a week
of vacation July 5-12. Very restful. Grateful for Rachel Johnson for leading worship on July 6 in my absence 5. VBS was great
and it was so awesome to have Luther Crest here. A great use of our resources to bring them in. | hope we can be in touch
with those families and see if we can send their kids to camp at Luther Crest next summer 6. We continue to prep for next fall,
which is almost herel!

Looking ahead 1. Taking vacation August 19-25 (hopefully). Jil Fiemeyer will be preaching August 24.

2. Backpacks for kids will get going again in September. First food pack will be September 4 at 2:30pm.

3. We will give Bibles and bless backpacks on Sunday, September 14 and Wednesday, September 17

4. We will assemble school kits on Sunday, September 21 after worship 5. New member Sunday will be September 28. We will
acknowledge the 8-9 families who have joined us in the last year+ and share a potluck lunch afterward.

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD: Financial Secretary Report: Reported by Jane Bagstad

The total of Sunday general offerings counted and deposited was June $16,926 and July $9,847. This does not include direct
deposits.

Treasurer's Report: Bryan Greenwaldt

GENERAL FUND: $58,218 (7/31/2025)

Total General Contributions: $18,415 (7/31/2025)

Total Expenses: $41,428

Building Fund Register Balance: $44,025

Restricted Fund Balance: $58,990 (7/31/2025)

Finance Committee: Dean Krogstad- Didn't meet.

Our Vision and Mission—Other Business:

Pastor Nate talked about Public Health reaching out about training on Opioid Overdose/ Narcan training. There is no cost to
anyone, roughly a 45 min training. Asked for volunteers from the committee and will also put out feelers to fellow church
members.

Brief intro to Portico Health Benefit Changes and timelines, usually mid August information comes out and Nate will update
when he knows more.

The meeting ended with the Lord's Prayer and was adjourned at 7:09 p.m.. A motion was made by Bryan Greenwaldt and

seconded by Matt Greenwaldt to adjourn. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted, Kayla Carpenter, Secretary



September 15

9-2 pm - ICW Quilting

6:30 pm - PEO Meeting
September 16

9-2 pm - ICW Quilting

Q@ am - Staff Meeting

5:30 pm - Dinner Club @ Four Seas Buffet
September 17

12 pm - Rotary (Catered)

Worship Wednesdays Schedule (See below)

Backpack Blessing/Bibles

September 18

10:30 am - Catholic Charities Frozen

Meal Distribution

September 21
Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)

10:30 am - God's Work, Our Hands
(Fellowship Hall—LWR School Kits)

September 22

2 pm - Book Club (Friendship Room)
September 23

Q@ am - Staff Meeting

What's.
Happening

September 1 - Labor Day

OFFICE CLOSED
September 2

9 am - Staff Meeting
September 3

12 pm - Rotary (#2 D.Haraldson )
September 4

1 pm - MAC/NAPS

2:30 pm - Backpack Food Pack (elementary)
O September 7

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
September 8

9 am - ICW Block Cutting

12 pm - Foster Grandparent Meeting
(Fellowship Hall)

September 9

9 am - Staff Meeting

1:30 pm - ICW Bible Study (Summer Gather pg.12)
September 10

Dinner Club will meet
Tuesday, September 16
@ 5:30 pm
Four Seas Chinese Buffet

Women'’s Ministry

Block Cutting ~-Monday, September 8 @ 9 am
Monday, October 6 @ 9 am

Bible Study ~ Tuesday, September 9 @ 1:30 pm
(June, July, August Gather pg.12)
Tuesday, October 14 @ 1:30 pm
(June, July, August Gather pg.37) O ,.q
( NEW MEMBER SUNDAY /I/
Y/ SEPTEMBER 28
Ly 9:30 AM WORSHIP :‘
E CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK

FOLLOWING WORSHIP

Quilting ~ September 15 & 16 @ 9-2 pm
October 20 & 21 @ 9-2 pm

God’'s Work Our Hands *'September 14 & 21
We have two project opportunities this our community
and world. On Sep’rerﬁberk |14\ we |are walking the Property Improvement Update
Princess Warrior Sk'route ‘and helping that committee _ i
. . Our sanctuary is getting some much-needed
inform the neighborhood' about the event. On dates th q And ook ahead 1
September 21, stick around after/worship and help us upaates hese days. /ind we ook anead fo new

assemble 100 school | kits for Lutheran World Relief. W|ndow§, and new counters, doors, and drawer
What a great way fo make an imboc’r' fronts in the kitchen too. People have been

generous in helping us get closer to the fundraising

Thank You For Supporting Our Youth!

A huge thank-you to everyone who helped make the
Youth Pie & Ice Cream Social a sweet success!
Whether you set-up, served, or cleaned up, or acme
out fo enjoy some delicious ftreats, your support
means the world to us! Your time, energy, and
generosity helps strengthen our youth ministry—and
we are so grateful to be part of a caring and
encouraging church family!

~ From Our Education Committee ~
Fuel Your Faith on Wednesdays!
Join us for Worship Wednesdays!! - a midweek boost for your
spirit with a delicious meal, fun and fellowship, worship, and
education!
Youth Room Update! (Formerly the Ramp Room)
We are refreshing our Youth Room to make it a welcoming
place for kids to hang out together. We are looking for
donations of large motor games and oversized games to help
create a fun and engaging space. Contact Meagan Ferris with
questions or ideas (701-306-4855)!
Service Project Sundays!
We are putting a list together of ways we can serve our
community each month—stay tuned to Facebook and the
bulletin for more details.
We're filled with excitement and gratitude as we look ahead to
the start of a new Worship Wednesday year! May it be a sea-
son of growth, fellowship, and faith-filled learning as we jour-
ney together. Let's step into this year ready to learn, serve, and
shine His light in all we do!

finish-line. To date, we have received $23,885 of
Second-mile gifts to our building fund! We still
welcome your gifts. Or if you would prefer to make
a pledge that you will fulfill in 2026, that's welcome
too. Just submit something in writing to the church
office, and we will include your pledge in memory
or in honor of loved ones with our other gift
acknowledgements. We hope to have everything
done by Christ the King Sunday (November 23,
2025). All gifts will be publicly acknowledged that
day, in the December newsletter, and in the 2025
Annual Report. Gifts can be made in honor or
memory of loved ones, or as gifts to the
congregation. Thank you to those who have been
so generous already, and thank you to those who
are considering this special giving opportunity!

12-6 pm - Friendship Room in Use

Worship Wednesdays Schedule (See below)

4:30-5:45 pm - Fall Kick-Off Meal

7:30 pm - ILC Youth Council Meeting
September 11

9-6 pm - Friendship Room in Use

6 pm - Northstar Round Table Meeting
September 14

Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)

Backpack Blessing/Bibles

10:30 am - God's Work, Our Hands
(Walk Princess Warrior Route)

10:45 am - ILC Council Meeting

Congregational Life is excited to again partner with the
Education Committee for Wednesday evening programming!
Come join us for food and fellowship. We will serve supper
from 4:30-5:45pm. Monthly menus will be posted in the
bulletin, on the bulletin board, and by the kitchen! Sign-up
sheets will be posted by the office if you would like to bring a
sweet treat to go along with the meal. Following the meal,
stay for worship and catch the kids' enthusiasm for God's
word! We are also organizing a POTLUCK on September 28,
New Member Sunday!! We will supply something hot. Come
and welcome our newest members!
Diane Breitling, Congregational Life Chair

Sunday Worship Schedule
e 8:30 am - Coffee Fellowship
e 9:30 am - Worship

(LIVE on YouTube) i
e 2:30 am - Radio Broadcast 920 (

AM or 101.7 FM
Worship Wednesdays Schedule
e 4:30-5:45 pm - Dinner in Fellowship Hall
e 6:00 pm - Worship
e 6:45-7:30 pm - Education/Confirmation
e 7:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir Practice

All are welcomel!

11 am - Dementia Caregiver Support Group
(Friendship Room—All are welcome!)

September 24
12 pm - Rotary (#3 N.Overland)
Worship Wednesdays Schedule (See below)
September 27
Princess Warrior Walk, Run, Roll, Stroll, & Crawl
(Tapley Park)
September 28
Sunday Worship Schedule (see below)
New Member Sunday
10:30 am - All Congregational Potluck
(Fellowship Hall—hosted by Cong. Life)
September 30
Q@ am - Staff Meeting

The WDC Weekend Backpacks program distributes weekend food to kids
in need every week at the WDC Elementary and High School. Come join
us for our monthly packs as we prepare bags for the month. Our first
pack of the year is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, September 4 ot
2:30 pm in the elementary cafeteria.

BOONCLUB

The Queet Lirarian” By Ollen Eskens
Monday, September 22

Friendship Room @ 2.00 pm

Onyone is wekome to attendl

(4th Monday of each month -Sept-May)




