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for next month. This month’s installment focuses on Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem,
and his brief ministry there before his (SPOILER ALERT!) arrest, crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and
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In Luke 19:28-40, Jesus enters Jerusalem. On the one hand, there is something regal about this entrance.
This entrance looks a lot like the Jerusalem entrances of kings and generals. Cloaks are spread; hymns of
acclamation are sung; Jesus is proclaimed for his deeds of power. The donkey is also a connection to the
prophecies about the Messiah of the Old Testament. And yet, some things are out of place. The
donkey is borrowed; the clothes the people lay down are tattered and worn. Because they are the clothes
of the poor. Jesus is the king of fisherman, tax collectors, Samaritans, harlots, blind men, demoniacs, and
cripples. King of the oppressed and suffering. The moment is full of possibilities — but we must see Jesus
for who he really is, not who we want him to be.

In Luke 19:41-46, the excitement and hope of the parade quickly fades into these two scenes. Jesus weeps
over Jerusalem and by extension over human sinfulness and it's profound consequences. And then Jesus
goes to the temple to drive out those selling things there. This transitions us to the next section of the story.

Luke 19:47-21:38, Jesus shares numerous teachings in the temple, day after day. The people are
captivated by his teachings. And the so called “leaders of the people” want to kill him. The overarching
theme of these teachings is that things are changing. The temple is not eternal. God's Word is.  As Luke
writes, the Temple has already been destroyed, so it makes sense that he emphasizes the teaching of
Jesus that focus on faith beyond the Temple. Even though these teachings just further anger the religious
leaders. Finally, it's worth noting that this section begins and ends with the Mount of Olives. This place
moves the story forward. The Mount of Olives is where Jesus will be arrested in the coming scenes.

Thank you for your diligence in reading these stories. We will finish Luke gospel next month and move into
Acts in the late summer and falll.

Humbly in Christ,
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Council ~ Meeting Minutes — APRIL 6, 2025

Call To Order and Welcome: President Margie Anderson. Council will meet on May 14, 2025 (NOTE DATE CHANGE, WED
@ 6:30 PM). Minutes from the March 9, 2025 meeting were accepted.. A motion was made by Dean Krogstad and seconded
by Bryan Greenwaldt. Motion carried.

Committee Reports: Congregational Life: Diane Breitling- Congregational Life Committee met on March 12th. Lenten
Wednesday night suppers have been going well. We have enough volunteers to make soup, bake bars and work in the kitchen!
We have been serving approximately 60 people. We planned the menu for the two remaining Wednesdays after Lent. On April
30th, we will play Bingo during the meal. We discussed Music Sunday on May 4th. There will be a congregational potluck fol-
lowing the service, with our committee supplying scalloped potatoes and ham. We will serve a simple snack and lunch to the
VBS participants July 20th-24th. We also discussed the Neighborhood parking lot picnic. If we decide to move forward with
this, we will need the help of other committees. We believe in the past this was held in August.

Outreach Evangelism: Vacant- Didn't meet.

Parish Education: Meagan Ferris- The Education Committee did not meet but stayed in contact about upcoming events. VBS
update-Peggy Larson & Deb Haroldson will host Luther Crest counselors in July. We are continually advertising on Facebook
and word of mouth, please tell your friends! The Lauren Daigle concert has 19 total youth and adults attending. Youth will help
pay. Supplies have been ordered for the April 23rd & 30th May Day Baskets. Youth will put together baskets and deliver to con-
gregation members and surrounding neighbors. Youth will also decorate Palm Sunday Brunch placemats on April 23rd & 30th.
April 30th is the last Wednesday night, we plan on Bingo with prizes. The Education Committee also purchased gifts for the
Wednesday night teaching staff as our way of saying thank you for a great year.

Property Management: Steph Drange—Absent. Pastor Nate updated on the projects. Many were tabled till next month's meet-
ing. The council did make a motion to remove the garage in the parking lot, fixing the parking lot after removal, fixing the runoff
issue up by the church building, run the electrical that was at the garage to the church, and re seal coat the parking lot. The
Drange family had expressed an interest in the garage and are covering the moving cost of the garage. With road restrictions
being put in place relatively soon, a motion was made by Dean Krogstad, Seconded by Megan Ferris. Motion Passed.

Worship and Music: Anne Oldakowski—— Did meet on March 24. Discussed upcoming services for Lent and Easter. Summer
services will be at 9:30 a.m. Music Sunday is May 4, this should be a fund morning filled with musical talents. Always working
on the hymn selection, special music, ushers, lectors, communion servers. Our next meeting is May 12.

Youth Leadership: Katie Johnson— Absent. Pastor Nate updated working with education on upcoming events.

Other Reports: Immanuel Church Women: Diane Teigland — Women of the ELCA conference 6 Spring Gathering is April 29,
2025 at the Calvary Lutheran Church in Perham. The program is on BIO Girls organization. Women are encouraged to attend
if they are available.

Lead Pastor: Pastor Nate Loer- February/Early March Highlights #1. We are now a month into the season of Lent. It has been
great partnering with Elana to teach the communion milestone class and we have also been enjoying our Lenten Wednesdays.
A huge thanks to all who prepare and serve food, lead music, prepare dramas, and usher. These Wednesdays are a great time
of intergenerational fellowship that fuels the mission of our congregation. #2. We have distributed over $1000 to fire victims.
More to come in the next month. #3. It has been a time of grief for our congregation. Bill Adams’ service was here March 22;
Dale Dobson'’s service here on March 25. #4. Wrapped up my early risers study on Luke-Acts March 23. What a great journey.
I'll use insights from that study in my newsletter articles for the rest of the year. #5. We did our final food pack for the backpacks
program on April 3. Looking ahead 1. Holy Week services: Maundy Thursday services are April 17 at 2:00pm and 6:30pm. Fel-
lowship will follow the afternoon service and the 6:30 service will include the communion milestone for our 5th graders. Good
Friday services will be April 18 at 6:30pm and will feature anthems from our choir. Easter Services will be April 20 at 8:30am
and 10am and will include an easter egg hunt for kids after both services. #2. Funeral Services for Charlie Chase will be Satur-
day, April 26 at llam #3. Graduate Sunday is April 27. #4. All Music Sunday is May 4.

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD: Financial Secretary Report: Reported by Jane Bagstad

The total of Sunday and Wednesday general offerings counted and deposited was $34,051.20. This does not include direct
deposits.

Treasurer's Report: Bryan Greenwaldt

GENERAL FUND:

Total General Contributions: $36,873 (3/31/2025)

Total Expenses: $38,854 (3/31/2025)

General Fund Register: $115,055 (3/31/2025)

Building Fund Register Balance: $29,552 (3/31/2025)

Restricted Fund Balance: $59,215 (3/31/2025)

Finance Committee: Dean Krogstad- Present and did not meet.

Our Vision and Mission—Other Business: Talked about a “Welcome to Immanuel” table. Discussed a brochure

highlighting all Immanuel has to offer, Education on Wednesday nights (During school year). Putting on the

brochure committee members, contact information.

The meeting ended with the Lord's Prayer and was adjourned at 12:04 p.m. A motion was made by Gayle Kluenenberg and
seconded by Anne Oldakowski to adjourn. Motion carried. Respectfully Submitted, Kayla Carpenter, Secretary
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Summer Office Hours
Friday, May 23 through Friday, August 29

Monday—Thursday: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Friday: 8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sunday Worship Schedule
e 8:30 - Coffee Fellowship
¢ 9:30 - Worship

N3

Bible Study -~ Tuesday, May 13 @ 1:30 pm
“April” Gather Study
Quilting - May 19 &20 @ 9-2pm

Wednesdan Diecioloshio 1 LLC Book Cib - May (Date TBD)
eWneds a\; |sc;|p es |:; o]rgshulme @ 200 pminthe Friendship Room
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Women’s Ministry u HAPPY § 2 (LIVE on YouTube)
Block Cutting ~ Monday, May 5 @ 9 am /"‘"K\ < e 9:30 - Radio Broadcast 920 AM DOOOE
Monday, June 2 @ 9 am ! m()ihers gay ‘ or 101.7 FM

""" *There will be no Bible Study or Quilting in
jutw Juh and August. Block Cutting w 111 continue

through the summer months***




