
February 2023 

From the Desk of Pastor Nate... 

Nearly February greetings to you, dear friends in Christ. 
 
It seems like I was just wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  And 
now, in this month of February, our spiritual lives will turn to the season of Lent.  But 
before Lent begins, we celebrate a special Sunday called “Transfiguration Sunday.”  We 
will observe this day on February 19. 
 
The Gospel text for Transfiguration Sunday is Matthew 17:1-9.  In this reading, Jesus 
takes Peter, James, and John up a mountain.  And Jesus’ appearance changes to a dazzling white and Moses and 
Elijah appear there with him.  And just as it did on the day of His baptism, God’s voice booms out, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” (vs. 5).  It is an extraordinary moment in the story.  
One in which we might expect Jesus to be taken up into heaven.  But it is not time for the end of Jesus earthly 
life just yet.  He has more work to do.  So down the mountain they go.  And as they go down from the mountain, 
Jesus tells this inner core of his disciples that they should keep this moment a secret “until after the Son of Man 
has been raised from the dead” (vs. 9).  This is the second time in as many chapters that Jesus has plainly told 
his followers about his upcoming death.   
 
Here we see again the purpose of Jesus’ life.  Though He is clearly the Son of God, his mission is not to be 
served, but to give his life as a ransom for all.  He must suffer and die … and be raised from death. 
 
So as this Lenten season begins, let us commit ourselves to learning from this Jesus as he teaches his way to the 
cross.  Let us recommit ourselves to following him.  Let us engage in the disciplines of Lent – fasting, prayer, 
the reading of scripture, and worship – that we might be drawn more closely to this Christ who suffers and dies 
for the sin of the WHOLE WORLD.  Let us pray that as we are drawn more deeply into his love for us that we 
might be strengthened to share that love with our neighbors near and far. 
 
Humbly in Christ, 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Nate 
 
 
P.S. – A quick update on Amsale’s health.  Since I last wrote, we’ve traveled to the Mayo clinic on December 
29 and learned that Amsale’s cancer is contained to the skin – just as we had prayed – praise be to God!!  She 
began treatment with topical steroids immediately and we have recently received a light therapy box, and she 
has begun a special therapy that we hope will eradicate these lesions.  Thank you for your continued prayers. 
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Bible Study - Tuesday. February 14 - 1:30pm 

  Tuesday, March 14 - 1:30pm 
(Note date change – one week later than usual)  

Block Cutting -  Monday, February 14 - 9am 

  Monday, March 6 - 9am 

Quilting - February 20 & 21 - 9am 

      March 20 & 21 - 9am 

Wednesday Night Kitchen Help Needed! 
Volunteers are needed to serve the February Wednesday night meals and 

help with the clean up. Families are welcome to help. No experience is 
necessary! Please consider signing up for one shift on the bulletin board, 

or by contacting Peggy Larson or the church office. 

Thank you in advance for helping with this important ministry! 


